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menacing language* The King of Egypt retorted the
menace and defiance. The affairs of Egypt at that
time were in such a state as to encourage the invading
enemy. Al-Malik al-Salih died soon after the arrival
of the crusaders, and the court was occupied, for a time,
under the inspiration of Shajarat al-Durr, to summon
her son, Turan Shah (Al-Malik al-Muazzam) from
Syria to ascend the throne. In the meantime the crusa-
ders marched from Damietta to the south, by river and
land, and were engaged with the Muslims at Mansura
in a series of fierce battles in which the Christians
were defeated. The new King had arrived with his
men from Syria, thus strengthening the Muslims. Louis
here found his army in a difficult situation, for weak-
ness, disease and hunger had begun to press on it The
French princes held a council and decided to negotiate
with the Muslims to withdraw from Damietta on
condition that Jerusalem would be left to the Chris-
tians. The Muslims agreed on condition that the King
of the Christians should deliver himself up to them as
hostage till the evacuation was concluded. The French
refused and proposed to hand over the King's brother.
Each side insisted and the negotiations broke off. The
Christians were, in fact, in a critical position, and the
Muslims were sure that -the hour of victory had
come.
When Louis saw his knights and soldiers falling
around him, one after the other, he decided to retire
north to Damietta on the evening of Tuesday, April 5,
1250 A.D. (Muharram 2, 648 A.H.). But the Muslims
were ready; their ships and advance-guards had marched
north in the river and on its banks and surrounded the
French camp on many sides. Thus no sooner had the
French retired a little to the north-east, with their ships
and troops, than the Muslims followed' them and the
battle, famous in the history of Egypt and of the
Crusades, was fought in which the French were crushed,
losing several thousand men and their King Louis IX,